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December 16, 2020 – COVID-19 UPDATE
Dear KWSC Skaters and Families,
As we prepare to celebrate the holidays, there are a few updates from the Skating Club I’d like to share.
First off, thanks to everyone who has followed our ever-changing COVID-19 protocols. With your help,
we have been able to keep the COVID-19 virus out of our rinks.
This week, the Health Screening questionnaire was revised to include the word “probable” in the
question “Have you had close contact with a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19?”. As case counts
rise, we have to remain diligent and respond accordingly.
The Club continues to make the health and safety of our participants and their families our top priority.
You will see our efforts to reduce the risk of contagion reflected in our scheduling from December 27 –
January 10, 2021. As of today, we are planning with the assumption that Waterloo Region remains in
the province’s red level of COVID restrictions in January.
As we plan for winter programming, we continue to take a cautious approach and measure the risks
with the rewards. In anticipation of the possibility of families seeing others outside their households
(against public health advice), we are adding extra precautions to our requirements for participants in
skating during this critical time. I hope you can understand that we are making this decision with the
best interests of the health and safety of all our participants in mind. The 14 days after Christmas will be
the riskiest. Therefore, we are taking steps to tighten up our protocols even more during this time to
manage the risk of infection. The steps we are taking include:
 limiting programs
 reduced hours
 mandatory masks
Programs:
Only those skaters who may have the opportunity to compete in the coming months will be allowed to
register for skating during the two weeks after Christmas. Those who are not training to compete should
stay home and stay well. Therefore, only skaters STAR 3- 5 and up can come to the rink from Dec. 29 –
Jan. 11. Please consult with your coach for private lessons during this time. There will be no
Power skating or Can Skate, Group STAR, Gold Group, STAR 1-2, Jr. Academy, Social Dance, or private
power skating lessons during these 14 days. All programs except CanSkate will open on Jan. 11. Right
now, we plan to delay the opening of CanSkate programs until February 2021.
Hours:
Between Christmas and New Year’s, the Club will only be open Dec. 29 and 30 from 9:40 a.m. – 4:40
p.m. These reduced hours will continue the weekends of Jan 2 and 3, 9 and 10. From Jan. 4 – 8, the
programs that we continue to offer will be offered at the same time slots as they are being offered now.
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Masks:
We will ask all skaters and coaches on the ice from Dec. 29 to Jan. 10 to wear a mask. Most coaches already wear
masks, but to limit the risk mask the entire time they are in the rink. It is of the utmost importance that these 14
days after the holidays, all participants strictly follow the COVID-19 protocols.
 Masks must be worn at ALL times while within the building.
 Hand sanitizing must be done upon entering the building.
 Only ONE parent/guardian is permitted for each skater and please no eating or drinking at your
chair while spectating
 Enter and Exit from designated doors
 Partake in Health Screens before taking part in programs
 Maintaining a safe distance from others
 Max 10. Skaters per session
Once January 11 comes around and we are beyond the 14 days after Christmas, skaters/coaches can
again remove their masks while they are on the ice.
Registration Periods:
It takes more time and effort to plan through COVID-19, and the restrictions are ever-changing.
Therefore, registration is later than anticipated. However, we will be opening up registrations for
programming from Jan. 2 – 10 on Tuesday, December 29. This first week of January will be all hourly
open sessions for private figure skating, so please consult your coach before you register. Then,
registration for the three weeks from Jan. 11 – 31 will open on Monday, January 4, 2021. These will be
sold in a 3-week program package for specific time slots that worked for specific skaters in December,
but again, please consult with your coach before registering. As well, watch our website for further
registration announcements.
Financial Assistance:
To help those families suffering financially, we have set up the Skater Pandemic Help Fund, and we ask
families who can afford to contribute to the fund to do so. The Club will use that fund to help those
families who can no longer afford their skating lessons. You can help by adding a $10
product/contribution to your cart when you checkout during online registration. This is a true
community effort to help all our children experience the joy of skating again! If you require financial
assistance, please reach out to Brooke at the KWSC office at kwsc@kwsc.org
Competitions:
For our competitive skaters, we are still not sure what the competition season will look like for you this
year. Right now, Skate Ontario and Skate Canada are making plans to host most competitions virtually.
There are plans to return to Performance Days in the new year; we will continue to provide Performance
Days to provide feedback to our skaters because competitions are limited. Please continue to watch the
Skate Ontario website for competition updates.
You can find all of our COVID-19 protocols on our website. Most are included in KWSC’s Return to Play
plan. The latest version can always be found on KWSC’s website under our new section for all our
COVID-19 updates http://www.kwsc.org/news/covid-19/
I want to wish everyone Happy Holidays! This year, not only am I sending you wishes for joy, peace, love
and hope, but especially good health.
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Sincerely,
Debra Brown
Executive Director of the Kitchener Waterloo Skating Club

For regular updates, please go to our website (www.kwsc.org) and social media channels on Facebook (Kitchener-Waterloo Skating
Club), Twitter (@kwskatingclub) and Instagram (kwskatingclub). If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us at
kwsc@kwsc.org

For more information about the 2019 Novel Coronavirus, please consult the following trusted resources:

Region of Waterloo Public Health - https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2019-novel-coronavirus.aspx
Ontario Ministry of Health- https://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-health
Public Health Agency of Canada - https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health.html
Skate Ontario - https://skateontario.org/
Skate Canada- https://skatecanada.ca/
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